• Between 2000 and 2001 the number of HIV-positive prisoners decreased about 5%, while the overall prison population grew 1.1% over the same period.
• At yearend 2001, 3.2% of all female State prison inmates were HIV positive, compared to 2.0% of males.
• During 2001, 28 States reported a decrease in the number of HIVpositive prisoners, and 17 States reported an increase.
• New York held nearly a quarter of all inmates (5,500 inmates) known to be HIV positive at yearend 2001.
• The Federal system with an increase of 218 HIV-positive inmates reported the largest increase, followed by Georgia (up 212) and Rhode Island (up 58). New York with 500 fewer HIV-positive inmates reported the largest drop.
• The overall rate of confirmed AIDS among the prison population (0.49%) was more than 3 times the rate in the U.S. general population (0.14%).
• The number of AIDS-related deaths in State prisons decreased 75% from 1995 to 2001.
• Among Federal inmates 22 died from AIDS-related causes, up from 21 in 2000.
• During 2001 Florida (39) and Texas (32) reported the most AIDS-related deaths. 
A greater percentage of females than males with HIV infection
On December 31, 2001, 19,868 male inmates and 2,145 female inmates in State prisons were known to be HIV positive (table 2) . Overall, 1.9% of male inmates and 2.9% of all female inmates were known to be HIV positive. New York reported the largest numbers of male and female HIV-positive inmates (5,030 and 470, respectively). The second largest numbers of HIV-positive male and female inmates were in Florida (2,203 and 399, respectively), followed by Texas (2,169 and 219, respectively). Six States (Maine, Vermont, North Dakota, South Dakota, Hawaii, and Wyoming) reported having no HIV-positive female inmates. Every reporting State had at least one HIV-positive male inmate.
In nine States more than 5% of all female inmates were known to be HIV positive. In three States over 10% of all female inmates were known to be HIV positive -New York (14.9%), Rhode Island (12.1%), and Nevada (12.0%). New York (with 7.8%) was the only State with more than 5% of the male inmates known to be HIV positive.
Number of HIV-positive male and female inmates in State prisons declined during 2001
In States that did not provide a breakdown of the number of HIV cases by gender, estimates were made using the data reported from the most recent year. Based on these yearend estimates, the number of HIV-infected females in State prisons decreased from 2,472 to 2,212 in 2001. 
Rate of confirmed AIDS 3 times higher among prison inmates than U.S. general population
In every year since 1991, the rate of confirmed AIDS has been higher among prison inmates than in the general population (figure 1). At yearend 2001 the rate of confirmed AIDS in State and Federal prisons was more than 3 times higher than in the total U.S. population. About 49 in every 10,000 prison inmates had confirmed AIDS, compared to 14 in 10,000 persons in the U.S. general population. Relative to the number of inmates, Delaware had the highest rate of AIDSrelated deaths (98 per 100,000 inmates), followed by New Jersey (68 per 100,000), Florida (54 per 100,000), Maryland (46 per 100,000), and Colorado (41 per 100,000).
HIV in Prisons
The percentage of deaths due to AIDS is more than 2 times higher in the prison population than in the U.S. general population age 15-54. In 2000 about 1 in every 12 prisoner deaths were attributable to AIDS-related causes compared to fewer than 1 in 25 deaths in the general population.
Methodology

National Prisoner Statistics
The National Prisoner Statistics series (NPS-1) includes yearend counts of prisoners by jurisdiction, gender, race, Hispanic origin, and admissions and releases during the year. The series consists of reports from the departments of corrections of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons. Since 1991 respondents have indicated the circumstances under which inmates are tested for HIV and have provided the number of HIV-infected inmates in their custody.
AIDS in the U.S. resident population
The number of persons with confirmed AIDS in the U.S. general population (age 13 and over) was derived from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, yearend editions 1995 Report, yearend editions -2001 . For each year the number of active AIDS cases in the United States was calculated by subtracting the number of cumulative AIDS deaths for people age 15 or older at yearend from the cumulative number of total AIDS cases for people age 13 or older at yearend as listed in the HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report.
The rate of confirmed AIDS cases in the U.S. resident population was calculated by dividing the annual totals for individuals with AIDS by the population estimates for the U.S. resident population of individuals 13 or older prior to 2000 and 15 or older for 2000 and beyond.
AIDS-related deaths in the United States
